
 
 PERMITTED PRACTICES IN CALIFORNIA 

  
Permitted Practice for Professionals, Practitioners, and Unlicensed Persons  

This document has been prepared by the Landscape Architects Technical Committee (LATC), the 
licensing and regulatory agency for the practice of landscape architecture in California. The purpose of 
this document is to provide a quick reference regarding the various professionals, practitioners, and 
unlicensed persons who may offer landscape design services and the permitted scope and/or 
limitations that pertain to each. Please note that a licensed professional is required when the scope of 
a particular project demands the applicable professional services. While every effort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of this document, it does not have legal effect. Should any difference or error 
occur, the law will take precedence. For more information, contact the LATC at (916) 575-7230 or 
latc@dca.ca.gov, or visit www.latc.ca.gov.  
 
  

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS  

Hold a professional license to practice landscape architecture  

May perform professional services for the purpose of landscape preservation, development, and 
enhancement, such as consultation, investigation, reconnaissance, research, planning, design, 

preparation of drawings, construction documents and specifications, and responsible construction 
observation  

 
APPLICABLE STATUTE: Section 5615 of the Business and Professions Code (BPC)  

  
 

ARCHITECTS  

Hold a professional license to practice architecture  

May offer, perform, or be in responsible control of, professional services which require the skills of an 
architect in the planning of sites 

 
Are exempt from the Landscape Architects Practice Act insofar as they are providing services in 

which they are licensed to do so which may include landscape drawings 
 

 APPLICABLE STATUTES: Sections 5500.1 and 5641.3 of the BPC  
  
 

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS  

Hold professional registration to practice professional engineering  

Are exempt from the Landscape Architects Practice Act insofar as they are providing services in 
which they are licensed to do so  

 
May perform professional services, as defined under BPC 5615, as long as the work is incidental to 

an engineering project 
 

APPLICABLE STATUTES: Sections 5615, 5641.3, and 6701 et seq. of the BPC  
  



 
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS 

 
Hold a C-27 (landscaping contractor) license  

May design systems and facilities for work to be performed and supervised by that contractor  

Are exempt from the Landscape Architects Practice Act insofar as they are providing services in 
which they are licensed to do so  

 
APPLICABLE REGULATION/STATUTES: Section 832.27 of the California Code of Regulations, 

Title 16, Division 8 and Section 5641.4 and 7027.5 of the BPC  
 
 

NURSERYPERSONS 
 

Hold a license to sell nursery stock May prepare planting plans or drawings as an adjunct to 
merchandizing nursery stock and related products  

 
APPLICABLE STATUTES: Section 5641.2 of the BPC and Section 6721 et seq. of the Food and 

Agriculture Code  
 
 

UNLICENSED PERSONS 
 

Landscape/Garden Designers, etc. 

May prepare plans, drawings, and specifications for the selection, placement, or use of plants for 
single-family dwellings 

May prepare drawings for the conceptual design and placement of tangible objects and landscape 
features for single-family dwellings 

May NOT prepare construction documents, details, or specifications for tangible landscape objects or 
landscape features 

May NOT prepare grading and drainage plans for the alteration of sites 

Personal Property Owners 

May prepare any plans, drawings, or specifications for any property owned by that person  

Golf Course Architects  

May engage in the practice of, or offer to practice as, a golf course architect  

May perform professional services, such as consultation, investigation, reconnaissance, research, 
design, preparation of drawings and specifications and responsible supervision, where the dominant 

purpose of such services is the design of a golf course, in accordance with accepted professional 
standards of public health and safety  

 



Irrigation Consultants  

May engage in the practice of, or offer to practice as, an irrigation consultant  

May perform professional services, such as consultation, investigation, reconnaissance, research, 
design, preparation of drawings and specifications and responsible supervision, where the dominant 

purpose of such service is the design of landscape irrigation, in accordance with accepted 
professional standards of public health and safety  

APPLICABLE STATUTES: Sections 5641, 5641.1, 5641.5, 5641.6 of the BPC 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		permitted_practices_in_california.pdf




		Report created by: 

		JoAnne Allen, JoAnne.Allen@dca.ca.gov

		Organization: 

		Department of Consumer Affairs, Office of Information Services




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
